
owner:

established 2005 

(Waterway Act)

Approx. 270 

employees

revenue (2024):

EUR 48 Mio. 

Österreichische Wasserstraßen-Gesellschaft mbH

At your service on 378 km.



viadonau
strategy 2030

Megatrends
(What external factors need 
to be considered?) 

Thematic areas of action (what are our tasks?)

Internal organisation 
(How do we navigate and guide?)



From waterway management to 
integrated river basin management

Good Navigation 
Status 

(TEN-T Regulation) 
&

Good Ecological 
Status 

(Water Framework 
Directive)



System elements of a river basin
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Flood protection dam

Sidearm

Island

Fairway/navigation channel



Optimised low water regulation Dynamic low water regulation

Riverbank restoration

Artificial islands

Sidearm reconnectionBedload management

Integrated River Basin Management: 
using the full toolkit of waterway engineering measures



Waterway management by viadonau

Navigation Challenges

• Nautical and maintenance challenges mainly in both free-
flowing sections due to smaller cross-sections and higher 
flow velocities of the river 

- accumulation of bedload and sediments in shallow 

sections

Activities

• Monitoring of shallow sections in free-flowing sections on a 
regular basis

- (monthly to bimonthly multibeam surveys)

• Proactive maintenance dredging in shallow sections

- prior to periods with low water levels according to long-

term statistics

• Marking and realignment of the fairway 

- 1.315 signs on land 

- 282 signs on the water



Different requirements call for an interdisciplinary approach and stakeholder involvement.

Deepening of riverbed

Interruption river and 

floodplains, sinking 

groundwater levels
 

Ą Stabilisation of water levels

Insufficient/unstable

fairway depths

Highly regulated river

in national park

Habitats of typical floodplain 

species are under threat
 

Ą Improvement of Danube 

floodplain habitat

Limited  competitiveness of 

inland navigation
 

Ą Improvement of fairway 

infrastructure
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Main challenges on the free flowing river section from 
Vienna to Bratislava (Danube east of Vienna)



Sidearm reconnection: 
example Johler Arm



Ą riverbank restoration over a length of 2,85 km
ARGE ID.at / viadonau

before after

Riverbank restoration: 
example Thurnhaufen (LIFE)



LIFE DORDOGNE INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP   10-11 october – Domme (24)

Riverbank

Backwaters

Groyne

Buoy / Fairway marking



Flood protection



Dike defense



Dike rehabilitation



Thank you for your attention.
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